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CDTC’s mission is to complete, protect, and elevate the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail while engaging

in and inspiring stewardship of the trail and its surrounding landscapes.. CDTC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
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@ LISTEN TO THE ARTICLE

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR’S LETTER

Dear CDTC Friends,

Greetings from CDTC! In this edition of Passages, we'’re
excited to explore the incredible dark skies along the
CDT and the unique perspective they offer when we look
up. I'm writing this following our visit to Washington,
D.C., where we met with decision-makers to report on
the 2024 CDT accomplishments. We proudly shared
our collective 7:1 return on investment for every dollar
federal agencies spent on the CDT. This helped us
demonstrate the efficiency of our shared stewardship
work and gave us a chance to highlight the relationships
we have built with gateway communities, Tribal Nations,
partner organizations, and federal agency partners.

It was an interesting time to be in Washington, D.C,
especially with the uncertainty facing federal land
management agencies. Our stewardship efforts couldn’t
happen without federal agency staff. They are people
who share our passion and love for not just the CDT,
but our entire public land system. While we had many
successes to share, we also informed decision-makers
about the role federal land management agencies play
in our shared stewardship efforts—and why it’s crucial
to continue supporting both these agencies and the
people who care for our public lands.

As | reflect during these challenging times, | find hope in
what unites us along the Continental Divide. As the major
watershed of North America, the Continental Divide is
the place where waters begin. From those waters, to the
sky and stars, the shared spaces along the CDT reveal
common ground that has the potential to connect and
bring us together. These days, it seems more important
than ever to find the things that unite us rather than
divide us.

& 17

i i llows
e 2024-2025 Tribal Fellows
CDTC staff and members of tgeloiriegentative Gabe Vasquez

program met with New Mexico
during Hike the Hill.

So, this year, we’re exploring dark sky initiatives to
uncover the shared experiences that come from looking
up. Whether through cultural and spiritual connections
or the simple awe of the night sky, we all have the chance
to be inspired, dream big, and feel humbled beneath the
vast expanse of the Milky Way. This common experience
is also creating space to work with new partners like
the National Religious Partnership for the Environment
and Dark Sky Land New Mexico. We hope our work with
these partners will help create understanding through
experiencing the places we all love, together.

As communicated in CDTC’s new Strategic Vision, we
want to ignite passion and love for the Continental
Divide that builds and strengthens connections. In
these divided times, we must embrace those spaces—
whether under the stars in Pie Town, at the edge of a
water source, or in our love for the land. We hope you’ll
join us this summer for Dark Sky gatherings and events
along the CDT, where we’ll celebrate both the physical
trail carved into the landscape and the symbolic path we
follow as the stars emerge—illuminating our imagination
and leading us toward common ground.

We remain incredibly grateful for your continued and
ongoing support of our work. During these challenging
times, your contributions allow us to continue our 2025
stewardship projects, uninterrupted. Long-term federal
support, however, is also crucial. Continued investment
in federal land management agencies is critical—not just
for the CDT, but for all public lands. Our work centered on
the CDT is a responsibility and privilege, and we cannot
do it alone. We need the entire CDT community working
together, and that includes all of you, our amazing staff
and board, and our federal agency partners.

Until we meet along the trail, join me in a wish upon the
stars for finding common ground and unity along the
Continental Divide National Scenic Trail. See you on the
trail—

Teresa Ana Martinez
Executive Director
Continental Divide Trail Coalition
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Dark Sky. a
|_: rontier of ¢

By Audra Labert, CDTC Director of Cofhf.nﬁnicﬁations '

a *

Under artificial light, the darkness can seem like a
solid wall of nothingness. But when fully immersed
in the night—away from light pollution—subtle light
and life become visible. As the eyes gradually adjust,
shapes become clearer, other senses heighten, and the
environment reveals itself. From a human perspective,
darkness has often symbolized wickedness, danger,
and despair. Some organizations, however, are working
to change that perspective. A growing movement is
creating more awareness and appreciation for the
presence of pure night, and conservation efforts
have expanded to include the concept of an astro-
wilderness and the protection of dark skies as a vital
component of the Continental Divide landscape.

Closer to the Stars

Dark Sky Land Inc. (DSL) is a small, newly established
nonprofit focused on preserving New Mexico’s night
ecology. The organization began to take shape after
founder Marisela La Grave visited Pie Town, New
Mexico. With a background in media and experience
living in New York and other major cities, La Grave was
no stranger to vibrant urban life. When she arrived in
the desert of New Mexico, the land and sky took hold
of her—and she ultimately decided to stay.

“| realized after coming to the desert that | didn’t miss
New York City,” said La Grave, who relocated to Santa Fe
and now divides her time between there and Pie Town.

The region of New Mexico that includes Pie Town is
unique, owing to its rural character and proximity to
large swaths of protected land. Its sparse development
attracts visitors who see the lack of modern amenities
as part of the appeal. With fewer services and less
artificial lighting, the nights are darker—revealing a
view of the Milky Way with the naked eye, and a sky
filled with stars and other astronomical phenomena.
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Pie Town, New Mexico: A Stargazer’s
Haven on the Continental Divide

Nestled in a remote, high-elevation region with
minimal light pollution, Pie Town, New Mexico, is a
remarkable destination for those seeking pristine
night skies. The small community’s location makes
it ideal for astronomical research, stargazing, and
astrophotography—attracting visitors who appreciate
the open view of the cosmos.

Just a short distance away, the Cosmic Campground
International Dark Sky Sanctuary (CCIDSS) offers one
of the most spectacular night sky viewing experiences
in the United States. Designated by the International
Dark-Sky Association (IDA), the sanctuary boasts
360-degree unobstructed views, making it a premier
destination for both professional astronomers and
casual stargazers. It is notably the first International
Dark Sky Sanctuary on National Forest System lands
in North America—and one of only fourteen certified
IDA Sanctuaries worldwide. These sanctuaries
are recognized for their exceptionally dark and
undisturbed starry skies and for their role in preserving
the natural beauty of the night (U.S. Forest Service).

For hikers on the Continental Divide National Scenic
Trail (CDT), Pie Town offers the perfect stop to
experience the wonder of an unspoiled nightscape.
In addition to its otherworldly nighttime beauty,
the town is beloved for its famous pies—making it a
memorable destination for astronomers, hikers, and
travelers alike.

Together Across the Distance

According to NASA, there are 88 officially recognized
constellations. Despite being grouped together
by name, the stars within a constellation are often

vast distances apart and share no real connection. As
Earth moves, different constellations come into view
while others fade. There is no single, uniform way of
interpreting the stars, and under the same sky, each
person looking up may see something from a slightly
different viewpoint.

“If we can bring the night into all of these narratives and
efforts, | think we can create something special,” said
LaGrave.

Reflecting this diversity of perspective, Dark Sky
Land’s approach is deeply interdisciplinary. Their
mission considers land stewardship, cultural heritage,
ecology, wildlife, and collaboration with like-minded
organizations—like the Continental Divide Trail Coalition
(CDTC) and the National Religious Partnership for the
Environment (NRPE). Each of these organizations
are working together to elevate awareness of the
significance of dark skies, and part of their collaboration
includes plans to host a star party in April. Pie Town is
a popular stop for thru-hikers along the CDT, and the
event also aims to engage the entire community. Much
like the trail itself, dark skies are places where many
paths converge. Together, these organizations hope to
amplify their efforts and foster an appreciation for the
deep connections between people and place.

The Earth Moves

Undoubtedly influenced by La Grave’s background
in media arts, Dark Sky Land (DSL) leads a variety of
creative projects aligned with their mission—from a
traveling exhibition series, a film production, and public
events to the development of a new map. The map
is generated by Anrika Rupp, one of DSLs board of
directors, and it expands Dark Sky Land’s definition of
the astro-wilderness corridor from 300 to 600 miles. La
Grave sees vast potential in the night sky and believes
it is something meant to be shared. Throughout history,
the stars have sparked creativity, inspired storytelling,
and encouraged contemplation. Connected dark skies
have the potential to add another dimension to the

Dark skies near Pie Town, credit to Dark Sky Land

concept of protected wilderness and to incorporate
community and culture into their preservation. Each
star party or observatory event is an opportunity to
raise awareness and share knowledge with families,
travelers, and communities along the CDT.

With greater appreciation, perceptions can shift.
Nighttime—rather than being viewed as sinister or
ominous—can instead become a relaxing dimming of
distractions and a retreat into the senses. Dark skies
are not just about what can be seen, but what remains
hidden: the creatures that thrive in darkness, the subtle
sounds that emerge without light, and the heightened
awareness that awakens when vision gives way to
presence.

Through Dark Sky Land, La Grave is working to foster
that appreciation—not because she spent a lifetime
studying astronomy or wildlife biology, but because
she looked up and discovered a love for something.
And now, she is working to protect it.

Dark Sky Land. (n.d.). Dark Sky Land. February 28,
2025, https.//www.darkskyland.us

NASA. (n.d.). What is a constellation? NASA Space
Place. February 28, 2025. https.//spaceplace.nasa.
gov/constellations/en

U.S. Forest Service. (n.d.). Cosmic Campground. U.S.
Department of Agriculture. February 28, 2025. https://
www.fs.usda.qgov/recarea/qila/recarea/?recid=82479

Learn more about Dark Skies
and CDTC'’s collaboration with
Dark Sky Land and the National
Religious Partnership for the
Environment.

LEARN MORE >
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Welcome
New

As CDTC welcomes new members to the Board of
Directors, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to those
who have completed their service. We thank Don Owens,
Nick Martinez, Jo Hazelett, Clancy Clark, Mike Ksenyak,
and Benjamin Gabriel for the leadership, dedication,
and generosity they brought to their roles on the board.
Their experience and insight have helped build a strong
foundation on which our organization will continue to
grow and thrive.

Several new board members have joined CDTC from
across the country, reinforcing the regional approach
outlined in our strategic vision. We look forward to the
journey ahead—sharing new experiences, strengthening
our leadership, and advancing our mission to protect,
complete, and elevate the Continental Divide National
Scenic Trail.

‘ Regan Betts

Regan Betts has spent most of the
last 20 years within the outdoor
industry not only as a marketer,
but as an architect of corporate
advocacy groups. Most recently, at
Oboz Footwear, Regan was the Brand
Manager and a founding member
of Oboz’s Inclusion, Diversity, Equity, and Access
committee. Then in the fall of 2023, she established her
own marketing and copywriting business, and now also
works part-time at her daughter’s elementary school as
a paraprofessional.

Brett Bruyere

Brett Bruyere is a faculty member
and conservation social scientist at
Colorado State University. Over the
years his teaching and research has
focused on conservation education,
collaboration and partnerships,
and conservation leadership. He has published 50+
publications in academic journals and received several
teaching, mentoring and outreach awards.

LEARN MORE >
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Board Members

Sharon Buccino

Sharon Buccino has served in a
variety of professional roles. Most
| recently she led the Office of Surface
| Mining Reclamation and Enforcement
at the U.S. Department of the Interior.
: - Previously, Sharon directed the Land
& Wildlife program at the Natural Resources Defense
Council. She is an active member of the Wyoming Bar.

Naomi Hudetz

Naomi thru-hiked the CDT in 2012.
| While she doesn’t have a “favorite
AL trail,” she says that if she could only
hike one more trail, it would be the
N CDT. Thru-hiking inspired her to leave
her corporate career to pursue her
passion for the outdoors. She’s a co-founder of Treeline
Review, a website dedicated to making the outdoors
accessible to everyone while also reducing consumption.

Joe Jessepe

Joe Jessepe is an enrolled member
of the Blackfeet Tribe and has spent
his entire life on the Blackfeet Indian
Reservation. He attended college at
Flathead Valley Community College,
University of Montana, and was a
member of the first cohort of the
Native Americans in Natural Resources at Humboldt
State University at Arcata, California, and majored in
Natural Resource Conservation.

Alexa Tubbs

i Alexa “Highlight” Tublbs is a creative
8l entrepreneur and passionate
il community builder who thrives on
bringing people together. Inspired by
their shared love of long trails and the
I communities that make them special,

Alexa and her partner Matt “Brew Hiker” Leef planted

roots in Silver City, NM, and co-founded Open Space
Brewing—a craft brewery with a mission to give back to
the trail community.

.

Darkness and
the Divine:

Lessons of the nght Sky

By Katie Glenn Brown, MTS
Program Manager, Natlonal Rellglous
Partnershlp for the Enwronment ;

“The one who sendss forth the light and it goes,
he called it, and it obeyed him, trembling, the
stars shone in their watches and were glad; he
called them, and they said, “Here we are!” They

shone with gladness for him who made them.”
- Baruch 3:33-35

Woven throughout the sacred texts shared by the
Judeo-Christian traditions is the story of creation in
relationship with God the Creator. This goes beyond
the human-divine relationship and extends to the
connection between the land, the waters, and even
the skies and the stars. The prophet Baruch explores
this sacred relationship between God and the stars,
who find joy and gladness simply by being. The stars
announce their presence and mysterious existence as
if shouting, “Here we are!”

What a wonderful model for us. How often do we
delight in our own existence? At the National Religious
Partnership for the Environment, we have been
exploring the significance of the stars and the night
sky for faith communities, especially communities
that have access to truly dark skies like those along
the Continental Divide Trail. We believe that there is
something deeply sacred about looking up at the stars.
For many, it is an act of worship in itself, connecting us
both to the Creator and creation.

Br. Guy Consolmagno, an astronomer, physicist, and
Catholic brother who serves as the Director of the
Vatican Observatory, describes this draw that we
have towards the stars and the sky as part of what it
means to be human:

“It’s only human beings that have this curiosity to
understand: What’s that up in the sky? How do
we fit into that? Who are we? Where do we come
from? And this is a hunger that is as deep and as
important as a hunger for food because if you
starve a person in that sense, you’re depriving them
of their humanity.”

NaT10NAL RELIGIOUS PARTNERSHIP
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

Our culture today is far too good at avoiding these big
guestions, the very questions that make us human.
Our lives are filled with artificial light-from constantly
scrolling on social media and impulsively shopping
for the next best thing to mindlessly flipping through
channels. These distractions can be numbing and pull
us away from encounters with the world around us,
darkness and all.

As we enter into a season of longer, milder days and
more opportunities to be out in nature, what would it
look like to examine our relationship with darkness?
To deepen that relationship? The Judeo-Christian
scriptures recognize darkness as having a sacred role
in our collective story. The Israelites wandered in the
darkness of the desert, Jesus was in the darkness of
the tomb, and there was the dark quiet of the earth just
before the beginning of life. Moments of joy, belonging,
and connection to the divine are all complemented
by the still, humble darkness that precedes them - a
darkness that is necessary, beautiful, and sacred.

So, next time the darkness begins to feel overwhelming
or starts to prompt those big questions that can make
us feel small, may we remember to not turn away. May
we resist the temptation to drown out the darkness
with distracting, artificial lights. May we instead look
up to the stars and join in their joyful, collective chorus
- shouting, ‘Here we are!”

Learn more about
CDTC'’s Dark Skies
Partnership with NRPE

LEARN MORE >
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The Continental Divide Trail at Night:

Perspective

A Hiker’s

By Zack “Beekeeper” Stockbridge

CDT at Night

In April 2023, my wife and | set out to thru hike the
Continental Divide Trail. Our first day was a hot, but
relatively easy, 14 miles from Crazy Cook Monument to
Water Cache #1 where we set camp in some scraggly
shrubs. There are virtually no artificial lights in the
Bootheel of southern New Mexico, so stars appear
quickly once the Sun exits the sky, stage west. Low
and behold, Orion was low in the western sky.

Long distance hiking is many things. Chief among
them is an escape from towns and cities to take refuge
in the wilderness. Seeking out amazing landscapes by
day is obvious to all of us in the hiking community. As
an astronomy professor and astrophotographer, | love
standing in awe of star-filled nightscapes. | am thrilled
that the CDT also carries us to places where darkness
is thick at night and provides a wonderful opportunity
to enjoy both kinds of grandeur.

PAGE 10
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Earth Below, Heavens Above

The Milky Way is a stunning sight. But as cities and
towns continue to grow, the collective glow of
artificial lights brightens the sky and washes the stars
from view. As a result, it is becoming more and more
difficult to see our home galaxy.

Back in 2016, a global study of light pollution
determined that 80% of Americans and 60% of
Europeans cannot see the Milky Way from where they
live. That number has only grown over the years. In
comparison, you should be able to see the Milky Way
in the night sky almost anywhere along the 3100-mile
footpath of the CDT.

In April, the core of the Milky Way rises in the early
morning hours. The problem s that most hikers cherish
every minute of sleep we can get after a long day of
hiking. Few want to stay up late or get up early to see
the stars. | am no exception. We were 200 miles into
our hike before | got my first good photo of the Milky
Way. My wife and | were camped at the hot springs
near Doc Campbell’s Trading Post, on the edge of the
Gila Wilderness when | rediscovered a silver lining to
late-night calls of nature. As | was returning to my tent,
| saw the Milky Way silhouetting a tree along the cliffs
above as the hot springs steamed nearby. | watched
our galaxy rise for as long as | could before the cold
drove me back into the tent that night.

Perhaps our most dramatic view of the Milky Way
was only a few days later. We were camped near
Snow Lake when | had to go to the bathroom rather
desperately at about 4:30 A.M. And | saw it. The Moon
had set during the night and now the Milky Way was
blazing over the lake. Although | was miserably sick at
the time, it was 25 degrees outside and my wife was
not amused, | stayed out for about fifteen minutes
oohing and aahing at the dramatic scene.

Dark Sky Map
vs CDT Dark
Sky Map

GFZ German Research Centre for Geosciences. (n.d.). GFZ Data Services [Data set].
https://dataservices.gfz-potsdam.de/contact/showshort.php?id=escidoc:1541893

Distance: A Shift in the Heavens

Understanding astronomy adds another level of
appreciation to just how long the Continental Divide
Trail is. If you make it from one terminus to the other,
you will have traveled far enough and long enough to
change the very heavens above you.

You may remember that the North Star (Polaris) is the
one star in the sky that does not change position. Hour-
to-hour, night-to-night or month-to-month, the North
Star’s position in the night sky is, for most practical
purposes, constant. Less widely known is the fact that
“height” (altitude) of the North Star above the horizon is
directly tied to your location on the globe.

The Crazy Cook Monument at the CDT’s Southern
Terminus is 31.5° north of the Equator. As aresult, Polaris
will be 31.5° above the horizon. The trail’s Northern
Terminus, along the shores of Waterton Lakes, is at
49° north — which puts the North Star 49° above the
horizon. If you were to continue on to the geographic
North Pole, (90° N), the North Star would be directly
overhead (90° above the horizon).

What exactly does that mean? The stars above you will
shift because of how far you have traveled across the
face of the globe.

Southbounders will not only see Polaris
dropping lower in the sky. They will also
see constellations unknown in the north,
as a new region of the heavens slowly
crawls above the horizon.

Time: A New Cast of Characters

There are two ways in which we reckon the length
of a thru-hike: distance and time. We’'ve seen how
distance can change the heavens, but time has an
even more marked effect. Most long-distance hikers
take five to six months to complete the Continental
Divide Trail. The time it takes you to hike from Mexico
to Canada (or vice versa), is long enough that our
planet will travel almost halfway around the Sun.

As seasons pass, Earth turns its back on one set of
constellations and a new cast of characters will fill
the sky as Earth faces the exact opposite direction in
space. The changes are gradual. Each night, stars rise
and set just a little bit earlier than the night before.
As constellations change with the seasons, a thru-hike
gives you a front row seat for the parade.

We lost Orion while still in southern New Mexico.
He was soon replaced by Hercules, Pegasus and
Sagittarius, among others. As time passes, the winter
constellations make way for the constellations of the
Summer Triangle (which include Lyra, Cygnus and
Aquila).

The Milky Way follows the same patterns as the stars
and it became easier to enjoy as our hike wore on. By
the time June rolled around, it was great at midnight.
By early September, the Milky Way put on a show just
after sunset.

Night Hiking

Hikers may not stay up late to see the stars, but you
know what we will stay up late for? More hiking! Many
hikers enjoy the novelty of hiking by the light of the
Full Moon. My wife and | rarely do that. We usually use
my knowledge of the night sky to position ourselves
so we can hide from the spotlight in the sky.

The Moon does not rise and set at the same time
every night, but the times for the Full Moon are easy
to remember. The rule of thumb is that you can expect
the Full Moon to rise in the east as the Sun sets in the
west. Around midnight, the Full Moon will reach its
high point in the sky towards the south before setting
in the west at sunrise. If we can find trees to shade us
to the south, we’re happy campers!
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Passages Magazine is now in audio! Listen
and share in the magic of the Continental
Divide, wherever you roam. Music and
articles for a uniquely CDT experience!

Listen to the full playlist » on Spotify

We had several memorable encounters with the Moon
in 2023. Our first CDT run-in with the Full Moon came
the first night north of Pie Town, NM. The trail is a road
walk surrounded by private property. Thankfully, the
TLC Ranch kindly offers CDT hikers a place to camp.
However, the night we were there, the barn porch was
already full and the treeless landscape provided no
place to hide that night. We spent the night mercilessly
bathed in moonlight, sleep hard to come by.

MONARCH

There’s no question that hiking by moonlight can be
magical, though. follows Hallie Halprin - trail name Monarch - on her five month
journey of the CDT, as she attempts to create an audio project
about supernatural encounters. Inspired by real events with added

imagination, Monarch will give you goosebumps on or off trail.

The Full Moon lights up the landscape far more than ' H;.Lr:'.é
most people realize. Allow your eyes to adjust and —
there is often no need for a headlamp. That can come
in handy! We were thankful for the extra light when
late summer rolled around. In May, we had taken three
weeks off as we waited for snow to melt out a little

Mo
more in the San Juan Mountains of southern Colorado. ‘\-* 0 — i
The plan didn’t work, and we were forced to flip up to QL(A’*Z— Go W"d, B S
Glacier National Park so we could hike the rest of the V‘) L"ve Youn | | FILM | GOOD NlGHT OPPY GOOD NIGHT
trail southbound. The lost time meant we had to make OGSIG‘{, g’ - < f " sibl th th Ked ¢ St et -
ars is frequently visible wi e naked eye from just abou

up miles and push hard crossing the Great Basin when

we reached Wyoming. anywhere on the CDT. Good Night Oppy tells the true story of

Opportunity, a Mars rover and its remarkable extended mission on
the red planet. The film follows this groundbreaking journey and the
bond forged between Oppy and her makers.

Ouir first night in the Basin was unforgettable. We hiked
by moonlight with a group that would become our
extended trail family, finally setting camp in the dark
where the CDT crosses the Oregon Trail.

A month later, the Moon once again lit the land - which
was a big help as we raced through southern Colorado.

BOOK | ON TRAILS: AN EXPLORATION BY
ROBERT MOOR

E ol Appalachian Trail thru-hiker Robert Moor travels the world exploring
B3 i assorted trails, from the microscopic to international scenic trails
spanning multiple continents. Moor blends science, nature, history,
and his own experiences into a thought provoking collection on
how trails originate and are utilized.
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The work to Complete the
Continental Divide National
Scenic Trail

By Dan Carter

Today, only five percent of the CDT needs to
be completed to have a continuous, publicly
accessible path along the spine of the continent!
Explore the remaining major gaps through the
Story Map. Each of the gaps has its unique
challenges and present opportunities for creating
experiences along this magical landscape.

The Continental Divide National Scenic Trail was
envisioned as more than just a long-distance
trail. According to the 1976 Study Report, it was
designed to showcase the “rich heritage and life
of the Rocky Mountains and the southwestern
United States,” where the landscape “overwhelms
everyone who passes that way.” A continuous route
from Canada to Mexico enhances this experience,
serving as a unifying thread for communities,
cultures, and the natural environment.

On the ground, the CDT is developed with minimal
impact to optimize outdoor recreation while
preserving the natural landscape. As one of eleven
National Scenic Trails, it has a distinct purpose,
shaped by decades of planning and collaboration.

Patchwork

When designated in 1978, 62% of the CDT was
assembled from existing trails, roads, and rights
of way that met National Scenic Trail standards.
A planning corridor—up to 50 miles wide—was
established to account for challenging terrain,
environmental concerns, and land ownership
constraints. While some question deviations from
the geologic Continental Divide, these adjustments
make the trail more feasible and sustainable.

@ Gateway Communities Bureau of Land Management

Local Government
7\ _+ CDT Gaps

Private
=~ Continental Divide NST

State of Wyoming
USFS

Estl, CGIAR, USGS, Sources: Estd, TomTom, Garmin, FAO, NOMUS(S (<) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User
Community, Sources: Esrl, TomTom, Garmin, FAD, NOAA, USGS, @ OpenStreetMa)

p contritutors, and the GIS User Community

Private Easements

Despite passing primarily through public lands, 6%
(169 miles) of the CDT crosses private property, often
along public roads. Some segments benefit from
right-of-way easements, allowing public access under
specific conditions, such as prohibiting camping
or fires. Respecting these conditions is crucial to
maintaining access. CDTC is actively assessing private
land segments to ensure long-term trail access.

Trail Management

The CDTis managedby multipleagencies,including the
USFS, BLM, NPS, state, local, and tribal governments,
as well as private landowners. Though guided by
consistent principles, local management adapts to
unique landscapes and land use needs. This results in
a diverse experience: from cross-country navigation
in New Mexico’s Bootheel to alpine traverses in Glacier
National Park, or even sidewalks in trail towns like
Rawlins and Grand Lake.

With increasing use and climate change impacts,
sustainable trail construction and management continue
to evolve. Recent improvements include installing walk-
through and equestrian gates in the Bootheel of New
Mexico, and replacing hazardous barriers.

Many Types of Users

The CDT accommodates a wide range of users, from day
hikers to long-distance trekkers. Originally designed
for hikers and equestrians, it also supports compatible
uses along different sections. Managing these uses
requires balancing sometimes conflicting interests
while preserving the CDT’s intended experience.

CDTC Trail

Completion
LEARN MORE >

Alternates

The CDT’s “choose your own adventure” reputation
stems from unofficial alternate routes pieced together
on existing trails and roads by users. However, these
are not actively managed, and some traverse private
lands. Hikers should research land ownership and
regulations before deviating from the official route.
Connecting trails, particularly those leading to trail
communities, play a vital role in the CDT experience.

Gaps

Though 95% complete, some CDT segments still
follow major roadways, such as Muddy Pass and Silver
City. Filling these gaps is complex due to private land
and environmental concerns, but efforts in Cuba, El
Malpais, and Lordsburg are making progress.

Currently, 23% of the trail follows motorized routes,
which is not ideal but necessary due to existing
infrastructure. The long-term goal is to relocate
these sections onto non-motorized trails through
collaborative planning and the Optimal Location
Review process.

Other Resources:

USFS CDNST Management Toolbox

CDT Experience - CDTC
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https://cdtcoalition.org/our-work/trails-lands/trail-completion/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/trails/cdt/management
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/trails/cdt/management
https://cdtcoalition.org/passages-magazine/#listen

CDT SUPPORTERS

Members are the core of our organization and its efforts to protect the Continental Divide
National Scenic Trail. By being a member, you support the protection of the CDT and our work
to build a broad-based community of people who love and support the Trail. Thank you!

CHARTER MEMBERS

CDTC Charter Members helped build the base of support necessary to help launch CDTC'’s
efforts in 2012. CDTC owes an incredible debt of gratitude to these important supporters.

CDT EXPLORERS

CDT Explorers support CDTC with donations of $1000 or more. We wish to thank the following individuals
for their generous donations between September 15, 2024 and March 1, 2025

2013 FB CDT hikers/Lisa Karst
Gene Allen

Roanoke Appalachian Trail Club
Vince Auriemma

Chris and Sanne Bagby
Mark Bankey

Mike Bates

Susan Bates

Jerry and Helga Bell
Lyndon Berry

Paul Breed

Bob Brewer

Jerry Brown

Chris Burke

Kevin Burns

Jeremy Burton

Clare Cain

Elisabeth Chaplin
Copper Kettle Brewing
Paul Corbeil

Carolyn Crump

Mike Dawson

David Dolton

John Dufour

Bob and Shell Ellinwood
Dianne Evans

Brian Fahlstrom

Allen Filson

Mark Flagler

Arthur and Denise Foley
Dana Foulks

Sara Glasgow

Paul Griffith

Tambi Gustafson

Jim Hansman

Frank and Jean Anne Haranzo
James Harrold

Tim Hart

Jack Haskel
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Deb Hayes

Josephine Hazelett

Lawton Grinter and Felicia Hermosilla
Jesse Hill

James Hlavaty

Olivia Holmes

Thomas Holz

Nancy Huber

Peter Karnowski

Matthew Kaufmann

Karen Keller

Christine and Brad Klafehn
Duane Koss

Dick Kozoll

Robert Kristoferitsch

Whitney LaRuffa

David Lattier

Kevin Linebarger

Gary Werner and Malanie Lord
Rebecca Louden Louden Family
Foundation

Reese Lukei

Paul Magnanti

Lydia Mahan

Barney and Sandy Mann
Bryan and Sally Martin
Nicolas Martinez

Teresa Martinez

Alex Martinez Family

Chris McMaster-ULA Equipment
Gary Monk

Janie and Randy Moore

Peter Necarsulmer

Jean Neely

John and Lisa Nelson

Shane O’Donnell

Jim O’Brien

Pat O’Donnell

Stephen Olson

Richard Ostheimer

Don and Amy Owen
Taylor and Nancy Owen
Greg Pierce

Brad Pierson

Rex Alford and Alice Pierson
Bill and Debra Pollick
Bruce Prior

Miguel Quinones

John Rowland

Erin Saver

Carlos Schomaker
Kerry Shakarjian

Steven Sheppard

Josh and Lisa Shusko
Mal Sillars

James Sippel

Dave and Sandy Slowey
Chris Smith

Morgan Sommerville
Steve Staley

Philip Storey

Robert Sylvester
George Szeremeta
Michael Tam

Olli Tam

Avelino Tamayo

Don Thompson

Kathy Trotter

Daniel Weber

Rebecca Sudduth and Daniel Weber
Scott Williams

Jim Boeck and Vivian Wilson Wilson
Bernard Wolf

Mike Wollmer

Bill Youmans

Tim Zvada

$100-$499

Remy Levin in memory of
Donna Saufley

James Liebman

Todd Liermann

Robert Liseno

Eileen Lowry

Karl Luce

Craig Macpherson
Gregg Martin

Bart Martin

Jason Massie

Ron and Joy McAdams
William Mccalister
Michael McCarthy
Amy McCormick

Janie Mcfadden

Donna L Blackmon and
Timothy W McGuire Jr
Nathaniel Mcintosh
Ryan Mcknight

John Mcnamee

Geoff Mcvie

Steven Meyer

Brian Micheletti
Michael Milone

Charles & Sandra Misura
James Moody

Colleen Moore
Katherine Moore
Emory Moore

Bernard Morenz

John Morrone

Deborah Murray

Chris Nagy

Emma Nagy

Marshall Foley & Naina
Bhasin

James Nelson

Kirk Nelson

Steven Nesbit

Mark Nicholson

Tracy O’Brien

Jitka O’Farrell

Erin Oliver Chmielewski
Ted Olson

Anita Ortiz

Rick “Handlebar”
OstheiAmy Adair
Jeffrey Harker and Laurel
Vogel

Lynn Andenoro

Kevin J Anderson
Allen Anderson
Dwight Aspinwall
Andrea Avantaggio
Judy And Rick Babcock
Jo Bailey

Shenda Baker

Ludger Bannierink
Kelly Baraga

William Barns

Colleen Bauman
David & Janet Bebell
Jerry and Helga Bell
Sym Blanchard

Dick Blue

Amanda Bonnie
James and Julie Borden
Bobbi Botsford
Jackie Bouker

Jon and Lisa Bouknight
Maureen Bowman
Catherine Bradley
Tara Bratton in memory
of Joe Schuler
Timothy Breen

Arthur Bridge

Robert Broderick
Cheryl Brown

Jane Brunton

Sharon Buccino

Jeff Buffo

Kevin Burns

Andrew Bury

Amy Camp

Lubo$ erny

Donni Cochran

John and Carly
Cochrane

Daniel & llene Cohen
Chase Collins

David Conley

Marc Connelly

Martin Cox

Sharon Crawford

Cale Cromar

David Weiser and Mary
Crouter

Catherine Cummins
Scott Currey

John Daberkow
Andrew D’Arezzo
Scott Davis

Mark C. Davis

Chris Day

Jim Dehmlow

Rachel A. DeHoyos
Tonya Detten in honor
of Teresa Martinez
Kevin Dietz

Michael Dilorenzo
Andrea Dorner-Schélch
Steve Dubyk

Samsara Duffey
Robert Elliott

Michael Elliott

Jeff Erion

William Erler in honor

of Trail Angel Cindy
Erler

Thomas Ewing

Chad Ferguson

Greg Fischer

David Terry Fishback
Natalie Fitzpatrick in
memory of Joe Schuler
Anna Flessner

Denise Foley in honor
of Arthur Foley
Courtney Foley in honor
of Arthur Foley
Russell Fory

Jesse Foster

Bill Fournet

James Fowler
Kenyon Fox

Nicole Fox

Matthew Frank
Timothy Gablehouse
Rick Garlie

Heidi Gates

Elaine Geouge
Nicolas Gerin

Rodney Gillespie
James Goerz

Philip Goulding
George Grant

Susan & Terry Green
Jonathan Grief
Gregory Grubbs

Josh Gustafson

Dave Hale

Shelby Hallmark
Wendel Hann

Rob Harborne

Greg Harkins

Curt Harris

David Harris

Adrian Harrison
Rebecca Harris-Pierce
James Harrold

lan Hayashi Jones
Anne Hellman

Klaus Hemscheidt
Jason Henschen
William Henzel

Marea Herrington Payne
Christine Hersh
Richard Hill

Ted Hitzroth

Reece Hockstedler
Andrew Hong

Peter Hsia

Joyce and Jeff Jackson
in honor of Katie
Jackson

Charles Jackson
Vernon Jarboe

Susan Jasnssen in
honor of Lee Tony
Thomas Jervey
David Jones

Kyle Kalbus

Kevin Karns

Heather Kartchner
Erica and Eric Katlow
Christine Kirk

Ray Klahne in memory
of Justin “Lucky”
Klahne

Pat & Phil Klass

John Klein in memory
of Cardell W. Brown
Eric Kline

Sean Knight

Glenn Knippenberg
Mike Krueger

Paul Krummen

Alex Kurtz

Neil Lacey

Kevin Landgraver
Susan And Gregory
Larson

Edward Thomas
Lefferts

Robert Leggett
Peter Leven

John and Katie
Parkinson

John And Sue Pearson
Scott Piddington

Jim Pierce

George & Lisa Piering
Kenneth Plourde
Wayne Polek

Ken Powers

Rick & Deana Pratt
Jacques Pulce

Brent Ramsby

Linda Ramus

Michael Reed

Robert T Reeves
Andreas Rein
Andreas Renner
Steve Reynolds

Bill Reynolds

Gladys Rice

Cathy Richardson
Lee Rimel

Mark And Barb Risner
Logan Roark
Deborah Robertson
Jeffrey Robertson
Michael Rose

Lee Ruelle

Sean Ryall

Annette Sanders
Curtis Savoie
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Wayne Sayer
Richard Sayre
Joshua Scarboro
Timothy Schoolfield
Karl Schults

Erik Schultz
William Schumann
Malcolm Sheil
Donald Siebe

Mal Sillars
Marianne Skeen in honor
of Arthur Foley
Edward Smelko
Brandon Smith
Stuart Smith
Anonymous in memory
of Dorothy Smith
Craig Sommers
David Spangler
Linda Spaulding
Peter Spindler
Robert Spong
Steve Staley

Mark Stanley
Jasmine Star

Ken Steinhoff
Michael Sudduth
Christopher Swann
Alan Tempel

Paul Tennery

Chris Thomas

Ron Tipton
Christine Treml
Mark Ulsh

Lynn Umbreit
Steve Van Meter
Jane Venohr
Richard Virtue
Jean Wagner

John & Debra Wambaugh
Thomas Weaver
Gary Werner
William Wernsing
John Whitmer

Brad Whitney
Wendy Wicke

John Wieland
Audrienne Williams
Jordan Williams
Martha Williams
Robert Willis

Robert Wilson in
memory of Helen
Wilson and Alexis
Ratliff, Grandmother/
Great Granddaughter
Philip Witmer

Ed Wolcott

Spencer Wood in honor
of Jerry and Helga Bell
Clark Wright

Mark Wurfel

Khushi Yadav

Joseph Younger
Jeanie Youngwerth

$500-999

James Bolt

Andrew Brennan
Roger Carpenter
Mary Davison

Gaspar Epstein

Diane Gansauer

Gail and Jim Goodwin
Angie Hardy

Steve Hawks

James Hlavaty

Anitra Kass

Carey Kish

Vincenzo Lasalvia
Rebecca Louden
Douglas Melzer

Karen Murphy
Jeremy Myers

Paul & Antje Newhagen
James O’Brien

ENDOWMENT CHARTER MEMBERS

Christina Osmon
Donald Owen

Tom Phillips

Bradford Reed

Albert Ruggles
Amanda Schaffer

Callie Schieffer

Robert & Victoria
Schuler

Jim Sells

Collin Stewart

Porter Storey

Stacey Todd in honor of
Devil on the Divide Trail
Run

Wendy Watson

Richard Williamson

$1000-9999

Laura Alpert
Cheryl & Darryl Annett
Fred Arsneault
Christopher Bouck
Kaysen Brennan in
memory of Cutie
Clancy Clark

Paul Corbeil

David Dombrow in
honor of Liz Canty
Bob Doyle

Jean Ella

Sarah Elliott
Arthur And Denise
Foley

Frenzel Family
Charitable Foundation
Frenzel

Evan Gartley

Trina Gibbs

David Gwinn
Josephine Hazelett

Rich Blitz

Amy Camp

Clancy Clark
Arthur and Denise Foley
Ben Gabriel
Josephine Hazelett
James Hlavaty

Jim Hunter

Rob Hutchinson
Emilie Kelly

Mike Ksenyak
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Matthew Lindelow
Andrew Linger
Kathleen Lynch
Paul Magnanti
Barney and Sandy Mann
Nicolas Martinez
Teresa Martinez
Amy Mccormick
John Mclarty
Dean Myerson
Barbara Nash

Don and Amy Owen
Tom Phillips

Greg Pierce

Michael Schechtman
Amiththan Sebarajah
Kerry Shakarjian
Steven and Grace
Shattuck

Josh and Lisa Shusko
Linda Spaulding
Jena Thompson

Jeremy Howes

Kim Kanas

Henry Latimer
Mollybeth Lombard
Barney And Sandy
Mann

Terry Marbach
Richard & Carol Martin
Mike McClure

Kirk Mcwethy

Dean Myerson
Timothy O’Rourke
Melissa Prager
John and Suzanne
Rohde

Douglas Rosenow
in memory of Jim
Rosenow

Marsha Rutledge
Francis Siracusa
Jim Skelding

Julie And Tim Smith
Mark Swanson
Charles Sweeney
The James Eagleton
Family Fund

John West

Vivian Wilson

$10000+

Mitchell H. Lasky &
Cecilia M. Barajas

Jay Bush

Daniel Collins

Lon Cooper

Robert Walker & Cristy
Godwin

William Murphy
Robert J Weggel

Robert J. Weggel to
the Robert J. Weggel
CDT Legacy Fund
Randy Welsh

Amanda Wheelock
Greg and Jan
Winchester to the
Winchester Trailblazer
Fund

James York

CDT SUSTAINERS

CDT Sustainers help us protect the trail all year long by giving monthly
donations. Join them by signing up on our website for as little as $5 per month!

Amy Aloe

Lynn Andenoro
Harold Anderson
Susan and Elvin Arrance
Alexander Asai
Ludger Bannierink
Bradley Beall

Sara Bishop

Sym Blanchard
Rich Blitz

James Boatwright
Jim Boeck

Robert Boulis
Raymond Brown
Jeffrey and Emily
Newcomer Brownscheidle
Amy Buchanan
Scott Burt

Debra Calhoun
Roger Carpenter
John Clark-Kuebler
Lisa Cook

DiAnna Corden
Elizabeth Corliss
James Crawford
Brian Curtin
Rachel Danczyk
Mike And Tina Dawson
Nanette Day

Brian Deames
Rachel A. DeHoyos
Garrett Delmas
Marjorie and Wilton Dillon
Steve Dodson

Joni DuPre

Sara Eder

Teresa Ellis

Sarah Estrella
Steve Falconer
Heather Farrell
Chad Ferguson
Alan Fisk-Williams
Kelly Flynn

Robert Flynn
David Fockler
Patrick Foley
James Fowler
Kenyon Fox
Ernesto Fuentes
Benjamin Gabriel
Frances Galvin
Michael Gaudio
Jonathan Geilhufe
Elaine Geouge

Erin Gewuerz
Andine Gilmore

Merrill Glustrom
M. J. Good-Leake
Sarah Gude
Wendel Hann
Jason Harley
Adrian Harrison
Ryan Harry
Denise Hasskamp
Thomas Holz
Katie Johnson
Heidi Jones
Anitra Kass
Sarah Klein
Danny Knoll
Lynne Krulich
Sean Kuvin
Michael Lang
Tracy Lanktree
Troy Lawson
Brent Lindon
Keith Lippwe
Karen Loveless
Erin & Ed Lucero
Robert Mabry
Patrick Madison
Connie Mahan
Michael Marstall
Carol Martin
Amy McCormick
Leslie McCurry
Mary Mcneill
Steven Meyer
Michael Miller
Cody Miller
Mark Mitford
Steve Moffitt
Karen Monsen
Katherine Moore
William Morton
Ken Muller
Lauren Murray
Steven Nesbit
Gerald & Lavonne Nielson
David Nowak
Ted Olson
Christina Osmon
Ronald Parry
Renee Patrick
Tom Phillips
Scott Piddington
Melissa Prager
Melissa Prager
Sarah Ramsey
Barry Reed
Robert T T Reeves
Aubrey Renfroe

Gerald Retzlaff
Michael Reynolds
Cayce Roach
Robert Roane
Bob Romanoff
Bob & Rhonda Ronan
Annette Sanders
Richard Sayre
David Schlewitz
Timothy Schoolfield
Karl Schults

Erik Schultz

Julia Shannon
Derek Sherry
Robert Shutt
Donna Siefert
Jonathan Slator
Clayton Smith
Gabriel Smith
Lachelle Smith
Jonathan Smith
Martin Smith
Tawnee Smith
McLean Smith
Dennis Solo
David Spangler
James Spellman
Heather Stabler
Mary Stoecker
Jess Suhowatsky
Kyle Svoboda
Mark Swanson
James Michael Swartz
Ben Sweeney
Mike Sweitzer
Vincent Tagliatela
Paul Tennery
Robert Thurston
Samantha Tonsing
Sheila Van Cuyk
Erik Viken

Keith Wagner
Randy Walker
DC & Buttons Ward
Jason Ward
David Warner
Sam Waterman
Claire Wilcox
Dan Williams
Jordan Williams
James Williams
Sarah Wustrack
Marianna Young
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LEGACY MEMBERS

Legacy Members make a lasting impact to protect the CDT for future generations by including CDTC in their
will or estate plan. Contact CDTC Director of Development Lauren Murray at Imurray@cdtcoalition.org if you are
interested in becoming a Legacy Member.

CORPORATE AND BUSINESS PARTNERS

Thank you to the following CDTC sponsors.

Cindy Carpenter
Roger Carpenter
Jean Ella

Josephine Hazelett

Bart Lami

Tom Lefferts

Barney and Sandy Mann

THE WINCHESTER TRAILBLAZER FUND

Greg & Jan Winchester
Tom “Lemon Hope” Gannon

THE ROBERT J. WEGGEL CDT LEGACY FUND

Robert J. Weggel

FOUNDATIONS AND SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS

Teresa Martinez
Bill Murphy
Trevor Twose
Dick Vogel

Thank you to the following organizations and foundations that provided support between September 2024

and March 2025:

AllTrails

Backpacker’s Pantry
BearVault

Bedrock Sandals

Big Agnes

Big Sky Resort
Blackfoot River Brewing
Buff

Bunkhouse Hotel

C.H. Robinson

Copper Mountain

Darn Tough

Desesh LLC

Deuter

Devil on the Divide Trail
Run

Dr. Jon’s Adventures
Eagles Nest Outfitters
(ENO)

Enlightened Equipment
Expedition Nomadic
Adventures

Fairmont Hot Springs
Resort

Far Flung Adventures
Farm To Feet

FarOut Guides

Fish Eye Guy Photography One in a Million Vacation

Gila Hike and Bike
Gossamer Gear
Granite Gear

Hahns Peak Consulting
Honey Stinger
Hyperlite Mountain Gear
Intentional Hiking

Joel Davis Law

Julie’s Thriving
Katabatic Gear

La Cumbre Brewing
LEKI

Less Traveled Trails, LLC
Logjam Presents
Melanzana

Michael Underwood
Photography

Monarch at the Crest
Montbell

Morning Star Sports
Motel Soco
Mountainsmith
Mustang Inn

National Geographic
Oboz

Oboz Footwear

Homes

Open Space Brewing
Osprey

Outdoor Vitals
Outside Magazine
PACT Outdoors
Pintler’s Portal

Pizza 9 Grants
Point6

Quinn’s Hot Springs
Resort

Readywise

REI

RightOn Trek

Salida Mountain Sports
Sawyer

Seek Dry Goods

Six Moon Designs

Ski Cooper

Ski Haus Steamboat
Ski Taos

Speedland

Storm Peak Brewing
Swan Mountain Outfitters
Switchback Premier
Adventure Properties

THANK YOU TO OUR 2025 PASSAGES SPONSORS!

Symbiosis Gear

Taos Ski Resort

The Base Camp

The Bunkhouse Hotel
The Murray Hotel

The Mystic Santa Fe
The Tent Lab

The Trek

The Village at North Fork
ThruHikers

TOAKS

Toaks Outdoor

Town Shirt Co.
Trailblend Coffee

Tres Litros Beer Co.
Triple Crown Coffee
Twin Lakes General Store
ULA Equipment
Vapur

Wolf Creek Ski Area
Wood’s High Mountain
Distillery

Woolrich

Xplorer Maps

Yampa Sandwich Co
Zpacks

M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust
Athletic Brewing Company LLC
Roundup Riders of the Rockies

New Mexico Outdoor
Recreation Division, Economic
Development Department

REI Cooperative Action Fund

UL.A

EQUIPMENT
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@ LISTEN TO THE ARTICLE

By Anna DeBattiste, Colorado
Search and Rescue Association

Melissa was just sitting down to dinner with her
husband and two children when she heard the text
message come in. She swore under her breath,
knowing what it probably was. It was Sunday night,
typically the busiest night for search and rescue
incidents in her county, and she’d been waiting
for a page for the last few hours. She had hoped it
wouldn’t come, however. Between her busy job for
a telecommunications company and her volunteer
rescue responsibilities, she’d had little time for her
family lately. Her husband had cooked a special
dinner that night, telling her he hoped she would be
able to stay home and enjoy it. Her husband was so
supportive of her busy schedule that she felt guilty
all the time.

She snuck a peek at her phone under the table.

“All available search and rescue members, please
report to the Wheeler Creek trailhead for the search
for a 9-year-old male separated from his family during
a hike.” She sighed.

She didn’t have to go, of course; all search and rescue
members are volunteers who respond when they can.
But her team was small, and lately, they had been
stretched thin by high call volume during the busy
summer rescue season when many members were on
vacation. And it was a child! Nine years old was just
one year younger than her own oldest child. It was
7:30 p.m., it would be dark in another hour, and the
weather forecast was calling for thunderstorms by
9:00. She looked up at her husband, mentally forming
the words of apology, and she saw in his eyes that he
already knew. He was disappointed but understanding,
as usual.
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“It’s OK,” he said before she could speak. “You do
what you need to do and we’ll put a plate in the fridge
for you.”

Many Colorado residents, even those who recreate
frequently in the backcountry, know little about how
backcountry search and rescue (BSAR) works in the
state. Colorado statute mandates that county sheriffs
are responsible for coordinating search and rescue,
but most don’t have the trained staff it takes to handle
this function. Few sheriff’s offices have small paid
teams of law enforcement officers who juggle BSAR
duties with their law enforcement responsibilities,
but most sheriffs rely on nonprofit teams composed
of trained volunteer rescuers. Many sheriffs say
they don’t know what they would do without these
dedicated volunteers.

Colorado BSAR teams have many specialties—and
those specialties are highly dependent on the type
of terrain they service. A team on the western slope
might specialize in canyon rescue while teams in areas
with a lot of climbing terrain specialize in high-angle
rescue, and some of the high alpine teams specialize
in avalanche rescue. Some teams train for proficiency
in swift water rescue, dive rescue, downed aircraft
recovery, cave rescue, and other highly specialized
rescue situations. All teams train for proficiency in
searches and medical evacuations, and for teams
across the state, hikers needing help are the largest
demographic they serve.

BSAR incidents often happen at night, in all kinds of
bad weather. What makes a person volunteer to be
cold, wet, and tired outdoors in the middle of the night?
The reasons are as varied as the backgrounds of our

volunteers, but some of the most common we hear are
the desire to give back to the community, a love of the
outdoors, the rewards of teamwork and camaraderie,
and the occasional excitement of working with
helicopters, rescue dogs, technical rope systems, etc.
Most BSAR volunteers will tell you they love what they
do, but that doesn’t mean backcountry recreationists

Vs

Image Credit: Andy Novak of Park County Search and Rescue

Image Credit: Heath Sample of Summit County Rescue Group

shouldn’t try to lighten their load. As Colorado sees
higher and higher visitation numbers, the number of
incidents our teams respond to has steadily risen over
the past few decades. Some teams, especially those in
smaller rural counties, can be strapped for resources
during the busy summer hiking seasons.

What can you do to help? Be prepared for your hike!

Consider the “Three Ts” of preparedness:

Trip plan - Tell a reliable person back home where
you’re going, what trailhead you’ll be parking at, what
your intended route is, and when you expect to be
back. Tell them how to call for help if you’re not back
within a reasonable time of your intended plan. If
they are in the same county you’re hiking in, they can
simply call 911. If not, they need to know the county
your route is located in so they can look up contact
information for that county’s sheriff’s office.

Training - Make sure you have the technical skills and
physical conditioning for what you’re doing. Work your
way up to the endurance needed for multi-day and
high-elevation hikes. Don’t overestimate your abilities
and do enough homework so you don’t underestimate
the terrain. Use the resources on CDTC’s website to
help you start your research.

Take the essentials - Carry the ten essentials plus any
terrain-specific gear you might need. If you are injured
and have to wait hours for rescuers, do you have enough
clothing and shelter to survive until they get to you?
Remember, even in July, it will be cold in the Colorado
mountains once nightfall descends. Colorado BSAR
volunteers are not stationed in a firehouse waiting to
slide down a pole when the 911 call goes out. They will
be responding from their homes or places of work, and
they must get to the trailhead and hike to where you
are. Helicopter rescues are the exception rather than
the rule, and we reserve them for cases in which life,
limb, eyesight, or rescuer safety is at stake.

The BSAR community is the safety net for
Colorado’s multi-billion-dollar outdoor recreation
economy, an economy that continues to grow.
Wondering how you can support that safety net
beyond staying safe on your hike?

Donate to the Colorado Search and Rescue
Association or a local team.

Volunteer if you live in Colorado!

The Colorado Search and Rescue Association
is @ membership organization composed of
volunteers from BSAR teams across the state.
They bring organizations together to find,
rescue, and recover those in need in the Colorado
backcountry. They also assist and empower
BSAR teams through public education, advocacy,
coordination, collaboration, and continuous skill
development.

Find contacts for
your local team
LEARN MORE >

PAGE 23


https://cdtcoalition.org/explore-the-trail/
https://www.nps.gov/articles/10essentials.htm
https://coloradosar.org/sar-county-map/
https://cdtcoalition.org/passages-magazine/#listen

Continental Divide Trail Coalition
619 12th Street, PO Box 428
Golden, CO 80402

info@cdtcoalition.org
www.cdtcoalition.org

Image Credit: Jack Hickisch of Arapahoe Rescue Patrol




