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CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY THAT SUPPORTS
 THE CONTINENTAL DIVIDE NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL

CDTC’s mission is to complete, protect, and elevate the Continental Divide National 
Scenic Trail while engaging in and inspiring stewardship of the trail and its surrounding 

landscapes.. CDTC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit  
organization and donations to CDTC are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by 

law.  
To donate, visit our website at cdtcoalition.org. 

The Continental Divide Trail community are encouraged to submit story ideas and 
photographs for inclusion in Passages to the editor at communications@cdtcoalition.org.  

For more information about support for Passages, please contact development@
cdtcoalition.org. 

Continental Divide Trail Coalition
619 12th Street, PO Box 428, Golden, CO 80402

Tel: (303) 996-2759

Dear CDTC Friends,

Warm greetings from the Continental Divide Trail 
Coalition! As we close out another remarkable year, 
we want to thank you for your steadfast support. Our 
successes, from big to small, are possible because of 
you, and they’re always more meaningful (and more 
fun!) when shared together.

This year, more than 500 CDTC volunteers contributed 
13,916 hours of service, valued at $484,138. Partners and 
Youth Conservation Corps crews added another 13,373 
hours valued at $465,247. Altogether, that’s an incredible 
27,289 hours and nearly $950,000 in volunteer impact. 
Your dedication continues to strengthen the foundation 
needed to maintain, complete, and protect the CDT for 
future generations.

From installing kiosks and completing traditional trail 
work—including our first-ever volunteer-built rock crib—
to training the next generation of Crew Chefs, we are so 
proud of what the CDT community is building together.

This fall, I had the privilege of serving as crew chef on 
two projects and helping lead our first crew chef training 
in many years. We weathered a storm on the Carson 
Legacy Project, shared laughter during training, and 
worked side by side on the Neglected Mine project, and 
I was reminded again and again how quickly strangers 
become a community when serving a shared purpose. 
The shared moments of sunrises, dark skies, wildlife 
encounters, teamwork, and purpose reinforced the 
importance of approaching our work with a grateful 
heart and an open mind.

As we wrap up another incredible year for CDTC, I am 
deeply grateful for the gifts we’ve been entrusted with 
and for the responsibility we share in returning those 
gifts to the CDT—and to one another. Thank you for 
all you do on behalf of the Continental Divide National 
Scenic Trail.

Wishing you a joyful holiday season, and I hope to see 
you on the trail in 2026!

EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR’S LETTER

Teresa Ana Martinez 
Executive Director 
Continental Divide Trail Coalition

A film crew joined the Neglected Mine project to document 

the magic. This project was made possible trough generous 

support from Toyota and onX Maps. 

Savoring the benefits of crew chef training at 

Ghost Ranch, NM. 

Celebration is an important part of any good day on a CDTC 

project. 

Taking in the sunset at the Neglected Mine project, NM. Passages
Continental Divide Trail CoalitionVolume 35, Winter 2025
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I came for silence. Instead, the rain and hail pounded my 
old truck’s top. A quick backpack trip on the southern 
section of the Continental Divide Trail in Wyoming 
started less than auspiciously.

I had driven 90 minutes west of Laramie, Wyoming–the 
place my husband and I have called home for the past 
six years. It is also home to the University of Wyoming, 
where I have taught Local Government and Legislation 
at the law school. 

I came to Wyoming looking for something different 
after being disillusioned by the polarizing politics in 
Washington, DC. Opposing sides were pushed to the 
corners of the ring—posturing rather than conversing. 
Dialogue that could lead to understanding disappeared.  
The policy pendulum of DC’s Presidential politics 
swung wider and wider.

Leaving behind a long career as an attorney at 
the Natural Resources Defense Council, a national 
non-profit, I came to Wyoming looking for unity. Could 
conversations occur at the local level that were not 
happening nationally? Could I find solutions locally 
where I hadn’t nationally? Following former Senator 
(and Gillette shoe store owner) Mike Enzi’s counsel, 
I was prepared to lean into the 80% of what I could 
agree on with others rather than the 20% on which we 
might disagree.

I also came for the wild. I sought valleys where you 
could hear the gurgling streams. Wide, open plains 
where you could see for miles. And mountains where 
you could feel the wind–plenty of it. 

I have found both “we” and “wild” on the CDT. Wet 
and weary, my spirit rose nonetheless as I walked 
south from Battle Pass into the Huston Wilderness. 
Like the trail that straddles the country’s backbone, 
I’ve sought a middle path. 

I’ve had all kinds of conversations while in Wyoming. I’ve 
listened to residents concerned about nuclear waste. 
And to others looking for ways to expand economic 
opportunity beyond oil, gas, and coal. I’ve listened to 
landowners upset about proposed wind towers on 
adjacent property, and to others looking to payments 
from wind companies to save their land. 

Like the dark clouds above, despair sometimes settles 
in. While I’m focused on the 80 percent, are more 
and more people drawn to the 20? Is the space of 
disagreement and conflict easier? Am I selling out what 
I care most deeply about by trying to exist in the space 
of cooperation?  

As I walked the CDT, my choice was simple. Keep 
walking and get wet. Or turn around and get wet. I kept 
walking.  Although alone, I thought about civility. It’s a 
positive word for me—a coming together; a willingness 
to work on the 80 percent; or at least to understand 
the interests behind the 20 percent.  

I recently learned that “civility” is not positive for 
everyone. In her essay Civility is a Fantasy, Roxanne 
Gay writes, “calling for civility is about exerting power.” 
For Gay, civility requires us “to believe, despite so much 
evidence to the contrary, that the world is a fair and 
just place.”

While I likely agree with 80% of what Gay writes, I 
disagree with her disdain for civility. I recognize that 
the world is not fair and just. For me, civility—kindness 
and understanding —is how we change that. Gay asks 
us “to reject the fantasy of civility in favor of repair.” For 
me, civility is the pathway to repair.

We’re in this together. It’s why I joined CDTC’s board. 
Working with the organization’s dedicated and skilled 
staff, we’re supporting the trail community as well as 
the gateway communities along the trail. May the CDT’s 
shared path provide a model for the country.

As my day on the CDT ended, I looked for a place to 
pitch my tent. Rays of the setting sun broke through 
the clouds that illuminated the trees and ridges to the 
east. A piece of a rainbow emerged in the distance. 
Each one of us—as we tread our shared path—deserves 
a rainbow’s joy. 

A SHARED PATH
By Sharon Buccino, CDTC Board of Directors Secretary 
Laramie, WY

LISTEN TO THE ARTICLE
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LISTEN TO THE ARTICLE

Planting 
a Legacy 
How a hiker’s love  
for the CDT grew  
into lasting connection

By Audra Labert, CDTC Director of Communications

Many paths converge on trails. What 
inspires people to undertake a cross-
continental journey is as varied as 
the landscapes they will traverse, but 
all share a common idea or vision of 
a destination–something that calls 
to leave home and strike out for 
something new. 

In April of 2021, Joe “Plant” Schuler heeded that call. 
He accepted the challenge of the Continental Divide 
Trail (CDT) and began hiking a section northbound 
that spring. Joe inherited a lifelong love for the 
outdoors from his family, and his newfound love 
of the CDT landscape was apparent to those close 
to him. At only 23 years old, he presumably had 
many more years and trails ahead, but tragically, 
Joe would not get the chance to take those trails. 
He passed away from natural causes in February of 
2022 before beginning the next leg of his CDT hike. 

In the wake of his passing, Joe’s parents, Bob and 
Vickie Schuler, approached the Continental Divide 

Trail Coalition (CDTC) about setting up a memorial 
fund in Joe’s name. The fund would honor Joe’s 
life and passions, and help support the trail he had 
come to love. The story of his CDT experience first 
appeared in CDTC’s Passages in the spring of 2022. 
It would take three more years before the seed 
from that initial contact would fully bloom, and a 
memorial fund was just the beginning of the legacy 
Joe Schuler would leave on the CDT. 

It’s often said that the CDT is more than a trail: It’s 
a watershed of over 80 million people, a lifeway 
for countless communities, an ecological reservoir 
and migration corridor for wildlife, and a sacred 
and culturally significant landscape cared for by 
Indigenous people since time immemorial. The trail 
is a throughway to something greater. 

CDTC had hopes and a clear vision for sharing this 
full history and significance of the CDT landscape 
in a meaningful way, but lacked the financial 
means to make it happen. When the Schuler family 
approached the Coalition with the hopes of creating 
a lasting legacy for their son, the idea of a first-of-
its-kind trailhead kiosk took root. Joe’s career as a 
teacher back home in Michigan, combined with his 

deep passion for botany, also served as inspiration 
for the project. (Joe’s trail name, “Plant”, refers 
to this passion and also his resemblance to music 
icon Robert Plant.) Joe was dedicated to teaching, 
learning, and the outdoors. 

What better way to honor him than to help others 
gain a deeper appreciation of a place he had come 
to love? The project began to take shape, and what 
came of this vision exceeded all expectations. 

It might seem like a simple process, but constructing 
a stationary display that represents the complex 
history and ecology of a place is not a simple task. 
Over two years, CDTC—with the Schulers, partners, 
and Taos Pueblo—didn’t just collect pictures and 
descriptions to put on a standard. They gathered 
a community together to collectively decide: What 
are the most important things for someone to know 
about the land they’re standing on? 

Since the project’s inception, that collective voice has 
now taken on public display in the form of story, art, 

Tribal history, youth engagement and the teachings 
of Tribal elders, and of course, biology—Joe’s 
passion. The development of the kiosks became 
a collaboration with the Taos Pueblo through the 
Department of Conservation and Youth Learning 
Program. Through the support of CDTC Tribal 
Fellow Cruz Concha, the group built relationships 
with poets, artists, elders, and youth from the Taos 
Pueblo and their contributions became part of the 
final vision. 

From these connections, eight distinct trailheads 
now share the story of how the Taos Pueblo is 
connected to the landscapes along the CDT. What 
can be seen on those panels wasn’t created as a 
passing thought; it’s a carefully developed journey 
inspired by a shared love of the land. 

Sometimes, trails lead to unexpected places. Taking 
the opportunity to learn more about a place and 
its people adds to the experience, knowledge, and 
love for these treasured outdoor spaces. 

CDTC staff, volunteers, and partners raising a kiosk at Hopewell Lake. 

While traveling across these lands it’s important to acknowledge 
all the living creatures and the beautiful natural wonders that are 
cradled in the arms of these Sacred Mountains and waters, and 
who call this place home.
— The Community of Taos Pueblo

Hopewell Lake kiosk panel. 

Continued on page 10
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The Continental Divide Trail Coalition is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
protecting, completing, and elevating the Continental Divide National Scenic 
Trail. 

Learn more at 
cdtcoalition.org 

In most places, if not all, people are simply visiting—
passing through. What began as a solo journey on the 
CDT for Joe has turned into community conversations 
and a space to bridge a love of landscape across 
cultures. Now, the kiosks across the Carson National 
Forest serve as a testament to the life and passion of 
one special hiker. But they also stand as a reminder 
that the landscape holds a richness that is far beyond 
what might be obvious. 

While the pain of Joe’s loss will never be forgotten, 
the eight kiosks across northern New Mexico now 
stand as a reminder that even those just briefly 
passing through can have a profound impact and 
leave a lasting legacy. Even more, Joe’s legacy kiosks 
have served as a launch point for CDTC to embrace 
and mobilize this new model of information sharing 
along the entire CDT corridor.

Continued from page 9

NATIVE VOICES FILM SERIES: TAOS PUEBLO

“These mountains that are behind me...this is where our ancestors 
walked--all the trails here.” 

- Mary Alice Martinez

Episode 2 of Native Voices centers Taos Pueblo through the perspectives of three Tribal 
Elders, whose voices guide the episode’s reflections on land, water, and culture. 

Produced in partnership with the Continental Divide Trail Coalition and directed by UNM–
Taos FDMA alumni, the episode explores storytelling as a living practice — rooted in 
responsibility, relationship, and lived experience. Through reflection, conversation, and 
creative expression, the film highlights the strengths, impacts, and ongoing presence of 
Taos Pueblo voices, emphasizing storytelling as both cultural continuity and a pathway 
for emerging Indigenous filmmakers to shape their own narratives.

CONNECTION 
	 TO 

		  THE

			   LAND

Rio Grande, Taos
Photo by Taisia Karaseva, Unsplash.

NOW STREAMING

Hopewell Lake kiosk panel. 
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For years, CDTC’s volunteer program 
was known not only for great crew 
leaders and stellar project sites, but 
also for the unforgettable meals 
cooked by our dedicated crew chefs. 
Dutch-oven lasagna, enchiladas, and 
the legendary upside-down pineapple 
cake became trail-crew lore. When 
several longtime chefs retired—and 
the pandemic disrupted gatherings—
we risked losing that deep well of 
culinary expertise.

In 2025, thanks to a New Mexico Trails Plus grant 
from the NM Outdoor Recreation Department, CDTC 
relaunched the Crew Chef Program, beginning with 
a pilot training for New Mexico crews. This October, 
Executive Director Teresa Martinez, Director of Trail 
Programs L Fisher, and veteran chefs Ross Pope 
and Carole Owens hosted our first new Crew Chef 
Training at Ghost Ranch. With free camping, cafeteria 
meals, and beautiful outdoor teaching spaces, the 
venue set the perfect stage. New Mexico Volunteers 
for the Outdoors joined us as “test subjects” for our 
chefs-in-training.

We trained eight new crew chefs from across the 
country—Washington, South Dakota, Oregon, and 
New Mexico—including former CDT thru-hikers, a 
professional chef, a CDT section-hiker and retired 
dietician, and CDTC friends eager to support the trail 
in new ways. Over the 3-day course, participants 
learned field-kitchen setup, menu planning, food 

safety, and how to keep volunteers happy, healthy, and 
well-fed.

A highlight was Ross Pope’s Dutch-oven demo 
featuring two upside-down cakes (one gluten-free!), 
plus a full New Mexican dinner with green chile stew, 
cheese quesadillas, chips, salsa, and appetizers. These 
tasty creations were served to our NMVFO partners 
and met with rave reviews.

The weekend built community, rekindled traditions, 
and launched a new generation of crew chefs. One 
graduate, Jamie Fletcher, even put her training to 
immediate use by supporting the Neglected 
Mine Project in Silver City.

With this successful relaunch, we’re 
planning additional trainings in 
Montana (2026), New Mexico, and 
Colorado. And we also plan to host a 
dutch oven training soon!

To learn more about future 
Crew Chef Trainings or 
volunteer opportunities, 
contact 

volunteer@
cdtcoalition.org.

FUELING THE WORK 
CREATING A NEW GENERATION OF CREW 
CHEFS

By Teresa Martinez, CDTC 
Executive Director

2026 TRAIL
ADVENTURES
REGISTRATION OPENING IN 
FEBRUARY, 2026!

BIG THINGS ARE 
COMING FOR THE 
CONTINENTAL DIVIDE 
TRAIL NEXT YEAR!

CDTC and partners are gearing 

up for the largest stewardship 

season in the CDT’s history—52 

trail projects planned to protect, 

complete, and maintain the trail.

20 Professional GAOA Trail 
Crew Projects

17 Volunteer Trail Projects

15 Community 		
Stewardship Projects

Join our mailing 
list for the latest 
updates! 
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By Claire Cutler, CDTC Trail Policy Specialist 

As we approach the end of 2025, 
CDTC’s policy team is turning our 
attention to preparing for Hike the Hill 
2026, when CDTC staff members will 
head to Washington DC for a week 
of advocating for the CDT, trails, and 
public lands and communities along 
the Divide. During Hike the Hill 2025, 
we met with nineteen congressional 
offices, representing all five CDT 
states and both major political parties. 

2025 has been a year marked by changes, challenges, 
and opportunities for public lands. 

Over the last year, the workforce at land management 
agencies has experienced enormous turbulence and 

significant cuts. Between January and June of 2025, 
the National Park Service lost approximately a quarter 
of its permanent workforce. The US Forest Service lost 
no less than 4,000 employees, with another massive 
“reduction in force” expected in the coming months. 
This was the loss of dedicated civil servants who 
built and maintained the CDT and connecting trails, 
fought wildfires, issued permits, conducted search 
and rescue missions, shared information with visitors, 
and so much more. AmeriCorps programs, a critical 
gateway for young people looking to enter the civil 
service or and the natural resources workforce, have 
faced significant disruption. 

The US Forest Service, National Park Service, Fish and 
Wildlife Service, and Bureau of Land Management are 
facing significant funding cuts. The administration’s 
2026 budget proposed to decrease funding for these 
agencies by more than a third of the previous year’s 
levels, despite 75% of all voters in eleven Western 
states opposing funding cuts for these agencies. The 
proposed cut to the National Park Service’s budget 
represented the largest in the agency’s over 100-year 
history. As visitation continues to grow to public lands 
across the country, federal agencies must consider 
how to care for ecosystems and keep visitors safe 
with scarce resources. 

Across the country, nonprofit organizations and 
communities are grappling with how to respond to 
attempts to undermine hard-won environmental laws. 
Implementation of the National Environmental Policy 
Act was upended, limiting input from local voices in the 
management of public lands. The US Forest Service 
is also in the process of revoking the overwhelmingly 
supported 2001 Roadless Rule. 

And, perhaps most visibly, public lands drew 
widespread national attention in June when a group 
of Senators and Representatives attempted to include 

Preparing for Hike the Hill 2026 

Looking Back 
to Look Forward:

widespread, indiscriminate sale of public lands in 
the budget reconciliation process. In the face of this 
threat, we saw champions arise for public lands from 
all corners of the country and, in Congress, from both 
sides of the aisle. We saw solidarity. 

The Surge of Bipartisan Support for Public 
Lands

Americans from across the country spoke out in 
opposition to this proposal. Hikers, hunters, anglers, 
campers, and outdoor enthusiasts stood together 
against the privatization of public lands. Republicans 
and Democrats alike stood in firm opposition to the 
sale of public lands, eventually leading to the proposal’s 
removal from the reconciliation bill. 

Many of these same elected officials joined the newly-
formed Bipartisan Public Lands Caucus, a group of 
Representatives from both parties committed to 
protecting access, recreation, and preservation of public 
lands. In both chambers of Congress, elected officials 
have introduced bills that would make the CDT safer, more 
enjoyable, and more accessible. The Continental Divide 
Trail Completion Act was reintroduced in the House 
and the Senate, which would direct the Secretary of 
Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior to complete 
the CDT within ten years of the bill’s enactment. In the 
Senate, the America the Beautiful Act was introduced, 
which would reauthorize the Legacy Restoration Fund, 
a lifeline of funding for overdue maintenance on public 
lands. Right now, this momentum in Congress and in 

communities demonstrates widespread, resounding 
support for the continued protection of our public 
lands. 

Preparing to Hike the Hill

As we prepare to head to Capitol Hill in early 2026, 
we’re ready to advocate for the CDT, public lands, and 
the communities that care for them. We’ll support 
strong funding and staffing at land management 
agencies, the CDT Completion Act and the America 
the Beautiful Act, and the needs of communities along 
the Divide. 

Heading into the new year, we’re buoyed by strength 
and solidarity of the public land champions that 
surround us: each of the organizations working to 
protect treasured places and the land management 
agencies that steward them; the community members 
and small businesses that help folks enjoy natural 
places; and, above all, each of the outdoor enthusiasts 
that love these places. As we prepare for Hike the 
Hill, we’ll ask our community to help us advocate 
for the CDT—I hope you’ll stay tuned and join us in 
speaking up for the trail. 

Visit the CDT 
Action Center
LEARN MORE >
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Pre-trail planning jitters keeping you up at night? Is 

the thought of launching into the unknown making 

you feel both terrified and excited? This is the 

playlist for you. 

This isn’t your average holiday season playlist. 

Inspired by the creativity work of Rachel Burke, The 

Nightmare Before the Terminus playlist will prepare 

you for those long, crazy nights in the wilds, or 

bring you back to when you had your own journey 

on the trail. At the very least, this 

compilation might leave you feeling a 

little weird, but hopefully inspired to 

start your own crazy adventure. 

MEDIA 
ROUNDUP

Listen 
on Spotify

PLAYLIST | THE NIGHTMARE 
BEFORE THE TERMINUS

BOOK | THE BOOK OF HOPE: A SURVIVAL GUIDE FOR 
TRYING TIMES 
By Jane Goodall and Douglas Abrams

Dr. Jane Goodall’s most recent book, The Book of Hope: A Survival Guide for Trying Times, is not only a 
celebration and description of the legendary conservationist’s legacy, but also 
a reminder of the timelessness of her teachings on how to find, preserve, and 
cultivate hope. 

In The Book of Hope, Douglas Abrams speaks with Goodall about pivotal 
moments in her life and career. Abrams weaves anecdotes about conservation 
and social justice efforts around the world into Goodall’s description of her 
four reasons for hope: the amazing human intellect, the resilience of nature, the 
power of young people, and the indomitable human spirit. Written in the height 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, the book is a reminder of the reasons for optimism 
and action, even in the face of dark times. 

Five years later and set against the backdrop of deep American 
political turmoil, the book’s message holds strong. It is a 
reminder that, as Goodall says, “Hope is not an expression of 
the facts alone. Hope is how we create new facts.” 

- Claire Cutler, CDTC Trail Policy Specialist

Art by Rachel Burke, Madrean Designs. 

NEW | DARK SKY GUIDE TO THE 
CONTINENTAL DIVIDE TRAIL

CDTC has long known that the CDT is a gateway 
to rural communities, to diverse landscapes, to 
protected ecosystems, and to so much more. 
In 2025, CDTC began to explore the CDT as a 
gateway to some of the most pristine 
night skies in the continental United 
States.

DOWNLOAD YOUR FREE GUIDE >>
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CDT SUPPORTERS
Members are the core of our organization and its efforts to protect the Continental Divide 
National Scenic Trail. By being a member, you support the protection of the CDT and our work 
to build a broad-based community of people who love and support the Trail. Thank you! 

CHARTER MEMBERS 

2013 FB CDT hikers/Lisa Karst
Gene Allen
Roanoke Appalachian Trail Club
Vince Auriemma
Chris and Sanne Bagby
Mark Bankey
Mike Bates
Susan Bates
Jerry and Helga Bell
Lyndon Berry
Paul Breed
Bob Brewer
Jerry Brown
Chris Burke
Kevin Burns
Jeremy Burton
Clare Cain
Elisabeth Chaplin
Copper Kettle Brewing
Paul Corbeil
Carolyn Crump
Mike Dawson
David Dolton
John Dufour
Bob and Shell Ellinwood
Dianne Evans
Brian Fahlstrom
Allen Filson
Mark Flagler
Arthur and Denise Foley
Dana Foulks
Sara Glasgow
Paul Griffith
Tambi Gustafson
Jim Hansman
Frank and Jean Anne Haranzo
James Harrold
Tim Hart
Jack Haskel

Deb Hayes
Josephine Hazelett
Lawton Grinter and Felicia Hermosilla
Jesse Hill
James Hlavaty
Olivia Holmes
Thomas Holz
Nancy Huber
Peter Karnowski
Matthew Kaufmann
Karen Keller
Christine and Brad Klafehn
Duane Koss
Dick Kozoll
Robert Kristoferitsch
Whitney LaRuffa
David Lattier
Kevin Linebarger
Gary Werner and Malanie Lord
Rebecca Louden Louden Family 
Foundation
Reese Lukei
Paul Magnanti
Lydia Mahan
Barney and Sandy Mann
Bryan and Sally Martin
Nicolas Martinez
Teresa Martinez
Alex Martinez Family
Chris McMaster-ULA Equipment
Gary Monk
Janie and Randy Moore
Peter Necarsulmer
Jean Neely
John and Lisa Nelson
Shane O’Donnell
Jim O’Brien
Pat O’Donnell

Stephen Olson
Richard Ostheimer
Don and Amy Owen
Taylor and Nancy Owen
Greg Pierce
Brad Pierson
Rex Alford and Alice Pierson
Bill and Debra Pollick
Bruce Prior
Miguel Quinones
John Rowland
Erin Saver
Carlos Schomaker
Kerry Shakarjian
Steven Sheppard
Josh and Lisa Shusko
Mal Sillars
James Sippel
Dave and Sandy Slowey
Chris Smith
Morgan Sommerville
Steve Staley
Philip Storey
Robert Sylvester
George Szeremeta
Michael Tam
Olli Tam
Avelino Tamayo
Don Thompson
Kathy Trotter
Daniel Weber
Rebecca Sudduth and Daniel Weber
Scott Williams
Jim Boeck and Vivian Wilson Wilson
Bernard Wolf
Mike Wollmer
Bill Youmans
Tim Zvada

CDTC Charter Members helped build the base of support necessary to help launch CDTC’s 
efforts in 2012. CDTC owes an incredible debt of gratitude to these important supporters. 

CDT EXPLORERS

CDT Explorers support CDTC with donations of $1000 or more. We wish to thank the following individuals 
for their generous donations between March 1 and October 15, 2025. 

$100-$499

Anthony a Fanelli
Lee Abel 
Leo americus
Emily and Sean Amos
Bard and Allison Betz
Lynn Andenoro
Gerald Anderson
Jillian Ardrey
Careth Arnold
Vince Auriemma
Renee Bahensky
Joel Bahensky
Shenda Baker
Rachel Bambrick
Kelly Baraga
Steve Barge
Russell Bargmann
Barbara Barnard in 
memory of Erik Doxtader
Margaret Bash
David & Janet Bebell
Dan & Pat Benton
Andrew Bentz
Gary Berg
Greg Berger
Lyndon Jeanne 
Younghaus Berry
Liz Blair-Broeker
Sym Blanchard
Dan Bonebrake
Emilee Borgmeier in 
memory of Dorothy 
Byrne 
Angie Borne
Pete Brandes
Lisa Brin
Jeff Browning
Benjamin Bruno
Steve Bruton
Brett Bruyere
Albert Buehler
Walter Burke
Linda Burks in memory of 
Erik Doxtader
Gaye Butterfield in 
memory of Erik Doxtader
Charlotte Cadow
Bruce Callies
Guillermo Canedo
Paul Casasco
Luboš erný
Diane Chuprinski
Philippe Cloutier
Nancy Coburn
Susan Coe Brown
Jeffrey Colt
Brian Connelly
Leslie Cooper

Jim Cossitt in memory 
of Pete Sorini
Martin Cox
Robert Craig
Catherine Cummins
Brian Curtin
Rachel Danczyk
Nathan Darnall
Denis Davis
Brian Deames
Samuel Delgado
Chet Dixon
Andrea Dorner-Schölch
Erin Drasler
Colin Dundas
Bill Edwards in honor of 
Shingles Edwards
Suzanne Ehler
Jean Ella
Ann Evans
Chad Ferguson
Steven Fishback
Kate Fogelberg
Patrick Foley
Jan Forro
Bill Fournet
Kenyon Fox
Kale Freilinger
Thomas Gannon
Dana Garden
Elaine Geouge
Elizabeth Goodstein 
in memory of Erik 
Doxtader
Larry Graham
Keith Gramila
Susan & Terry Green
Will Green
Joe Greene
Tarik Gul
B & J H
Timothy Hahn
John Hall
Shelby Hallmark
Camile Hamel-Davis
Wendel Hann
Curt Harris
Thomas Heinlein
Andrew Higgins
Richard Hill
Zach Hill
Miles Hinton 
Matthew Holcomb
Thomas Holz
Alexander Hoover
Lisa Horton
Nancy Huber
Nate & Georgia Hunt
Cliff Ketcham James 
Moudy

Janice 
Jamruszka-Wilson
Vernon & Deborah 
Jarboe
Christina Holm Jesse
Kate Johnson
Jay Johnson
Katelyn Kammer
Heather Kartchner
Phillip Keil
Emilie Kelly
Jim Kinkead 
Andy Kipp
Jim Klumpp
Cosmo Langsfeld
Tracy Lanktree
Tracy Larson
Gary Lauer
Ken Laufer
Kelly Levensen
Marc Levesque
Michael Lewis
Anna Liao
Kevin Linebarger
Tim Lock
Mollybeth Lombard
Richard Losek
Gus Lott
Eileen Lowry
Karl Luce
Renny MacKay
Craig Macpherson
Patrick Madison
Noah Maier
Stephanie Mantie
Teresa Martinez
Allen Maryott in 
memory of Robin Miller
Matthew Mata
Bill Mayes
William Mccalister
Janie Mcfadden
Patrick McIlvenna
Mary Mckinley
George McKinzie
Jim and Jane 
McNaughton
Meredith Merkley
Carolyn Metzler
Camille Consolvo 
Michael Dannells
Brian Micheletti
Benjamin Mihlfeld
Jennifer Mikulay 
in memory of Erik 
Doxtader
Blake Miley
Michael Miller in 
memory of Dennis 
Miller

Mira Miller
Michael Milone
Julia Minkstein
Logan Misenhimer
Charles & Sandra Misura
Tom Mitchell
Matthew Mitchell
Mark Mitford
Steve Moffitt
Dawn Montague
Katherine Moore
Liisa and Q Morrison/
Reuer in memory of 
Erik Doxtader
Lynne Mosbaugh
Mary Mullaney
Beth Murphy in memory 
of Erik Doxtader
Hans Nafzinger
Barbara Nash
Michael Natter
Kelly Nelson
Steven Nesbit
Frank Nichols
Scott Nichols
Mark Nicholson
Natalie Norton
Leslie O’Connor
Bruce Oleary
Patrick O’Meara
Donald Owen
Richard & Jane Padberg
John and Katie 
Parkinson
Ronald Parry
Kelsey Patterson
Stuart Paulus
Earl And Karen Philips
Jim Pierce
William Pilkenton
Jeff Pinsker in honor of 
Rachel Pinsker
Douglas Plummer
Wayne Polek
Rick & Deana Pratt
Clint Preston
Lawrence Probus
Michael Quirk
Sarah Rasmussen
Robert T T Reeves
Kate Rench
Steven Reneau
Andreas Renner
Timothy Repp
Michael Reynolds
Patt and Glenn Richesin 
Robert Roane
M & D Roberson
Jarod Roberts in honor 
of Kinsey Warnock, 
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ENDOWMENT CHARTER MEMBERS

Rich Blitz
Amy Camp
Clancy Clark
Arthur and Denise Foley
Ben Gabriel
Josephine Hazelett
James Hlavaty
Jim Hunter
Rob Hutchinson
Emilie Kelly
Mike Ksenyak

Matthew Lindelow
Andrew Linger
Kathleen Lynch
Paul Magnanti
Barney and Sandy Mann
Nicolas Martinez
Teresa Martinez
Amy Mccormick
John Mclarty
Dean Myerson
Barbara Nash

Don and Amy Owen
Tom Phillips
Greg Pierce
Michael Schechtman
Amiththan Sebarajah
Kerry Shakarjian
Steven and Grace 
Shattuck
Josh and Lisa Shusko
Linda Spaulding
Jena Thompson

Robert J. Weggel to the 
Robert J. Weggel CDT 
Legacy Fund
Randy Welsh
Amanda Wheelock
Greg and Jan 
Winchester to the 
Winchester Trailblazer 
Fund
James York

Haley Gamertsfelder, 
Michael McDaniel, Jordan 
Williams
Thomas & Margaret 
Robinson
Cynthia Robison
Sara Rogers
Art Rohr
Curtis Rohrer
John Rud
Michael Salasek
Annette Sanders
Richard Sayre
Erik Schultz
William Schumann
Vi Schweiker
Kerry Shakarjian
Allan Slocum
Deb and Rich Snavely
Dmytro Sokolovskyy
Nick Soman
David Spangler
William Staib in memory 
of Erik Doxtader
Jasmine Star
Collin Stewart
Zack Stockbridge
Sherrill Stone
Anya&Kyle Struna
Anjali Subbaswamy in 
memory of Erik Doxtader
Charles Sylvester
Paul Tennery
Robert Thayer
Kathleen Thum in 
memory of Erik Doxtader
Tim Tomlinson
Bernie Tracy in honor of 
Duane Tracy 

Scott Traer
Zachary Tucker
Sarah 
Underwood-Crosby
Cindy Vaught
Thomas Verry
Callie Vinson
Harlan Wadley
Gretchen Walker
Heidi Warfel
Luke Webster
Eric Weinmann
Liz Weiss
Shawn Wherry
Wendy Wicke
Sharon Wilbert
George Wilkinson
Miranda Williamson
Wally Wininger
James Winter
Carla and Peter Witt
Erin Woods in memory 
of Erik Doxtader
James Wright
Mark Wurzel
Devon Yanko
Dave Yost
Marianna Young
Scott Zurat

$500-999

Chris Alonso
Tracy Atkins
Susanne Bagby
Jon and Lisa Bouknight
Alan Carpenter

Roger Carpenter
Gail and Ken Doxtader 
in memory of Erik 
Doxtader
Caleb Efta
Jim Hansman
James Harrison
Constantina Herzberg
Joseph Horam
Peter Hsia
Susan Janssen in honor 
of Team Tony
Val Haskell Jenni 
Stolarski
Kevin Karns
Anitra Kass
Alex Kurtz
Mike McClure
Ryan Mcknight
Eddy Morelock
Paul & Antje Newhagen
Tom Phillips
Nat Stoddard
M, C, C & M T.
John & Debra 
Wambaugh
Brian Young

$1000-9999

Anonymous
Jerry and Helga Bell
Bob Cope
Evan Gartley
Joyce Harkness
Naomi Hudetz
Kim Kanas
Christine and Thomas 

Kirk
Terry Marbach
Carol Martin
Christina Osmon
Joel Revill
Gladys Rice
Tanya Riddle
Douglas Rosenow 
in memory of Jim 
Rosenow
Robert & Victoria 
Schuler in memory of 
Joe Schuler
Doug Shaw in memory 
of Charlene Shaw 
Jim Skelding
Mark Swanson
The James Eagleton 
Family Fund
Donald Wellmann
Eric White

$10000+ 

Chris and Mary Alonso
Arthur And Denise 
Foley
David & Nancy Rolsten
Jean Wagner
Greg and Jan 
Winchester

CDT SUSTAINERS

Amy Aloe
Lynn Andenoro
Harold Anderson
Anonymous Anonymous
Susan and Elvin Arrance
Alexander Asai
Ludger Bannierink
Bradley Beall
Shaun Bechdol
Sara Bishop
Sym Blanchard
Rich Blitz
James Boatwright
Jim Boeck
Joseph Bouchey
Robert Boulis
Raymond Brown
Jeffrey and Emily Newcomer 
Brownscheidle
Amy Buchanan
Scott Burt
Debra Calhoun
Roger Carpenter
John Clark-Kuebler
Michael Clason
Lisa Cook
DiAnna Corden
Elizabeth Corliss
James Crawford
Brian Curtin
Rachel Danczyk
Mike And Tina Dawson
Nanette Day
Brian Deames
Rachel A. DeHoyos
Garrett Delmas
Marjorie and Wilton Dillon
Steve Dodson
Joni DuPre
Sara Eder
Teresa Ellis
Sarah Estrella
Steve Falconer
Heather Farrell
Chad Ferguson
Alan Fisk-Williams
Kelly Flynn
Robert Flynn
David Fockler
Patrick Foley
James Fowler
Kenyon Fox
Ernesto Fuentes
Benjamin Gabriel
Frances Galvin
Stephen Gates
Michael Gaudio
Jonathan Geilhufe
Elaine Geouge
Erin Gewuerz
Andine Gilmore
Merrill Glustrom

M. J. Good-Leake
Suzanne Goulet
Hannah Green
Sarah Gude
Wendel Hann
Jason Harley
Curt Harris
Adrian Harrison
Ryan Harry
Denise Hasskamp
Thomas Holz
James Hunter
Katie Johnson
Heidi Jones
Anitra Kass
Sarah Klein
Danny Knoll
Lynne Krulich
Sean Kuvin
Michael Lang
Tracy Lanktree (Cabin Fever Mercantile)
Troy Lawson
Brent Lindon
Keith Lippwe
Michael Livesay
Mary Lopez
Karen Loveless
Erin & Ed Lucero
Rob Mabry
Patrick Madison
Connie Mahan
Michael Marstall
Carol Martin
Amy McCormick
Leslie McCurry
Mary Mcneill
Steven Meyer
Cody Miller
Michael Miller
Mark Mitford
Steve Moffitt
Karen Monsen
Katherine Moore
William Morton
Ken Muller
Lauren Murray
Steven Nesbit
Gerald & Lavonne Nielson
David Nowak
Ted Olson
Christina Osmon
Ronald Parry
Renee Patrick
Tom Phillips
Scott Piddington
Wayne Polek
Melissa Prager
Lawrence Probus
Sarah Ramsey
Barry Reed
Robert T T Reeves
Aubrey Renfroe

Gerald Retzlaff
Michael Reynolds
Cayce Roach
Robert Roane
Bob Romanoff
Bob & Rhonda Ronan
Annette Sanders
Clifford Savage
Richard Sayre
David Schlewitz
Timothy Schoolfield
Karl Schults
Erik Schultz
Julia Shannon
Derek Sherry
Nathaniel Shull
Robert Shutt
Donna Siefert
Jonathan Slator
Clayton Smith
Drew Smith
Gabriel Smith
Lachelle Smith
Martin Smith
McLean Smith
Tawnee Smith
Dennis Solo
David Spangler
James Spellman
Heather Stabler
Daniel Stenziano
Mary Stoecker
Jessica Suhowatsky
Kyle Svoboda
Mark Swanson
James Michael Swartz
Ben Sweeney
Mike Sweitzer
Vincent Tagliatela
Paul Tennery
Robert Thurston
Samantha Tonsing
Sheila Van Cuyk
Edwin Van Nieuwkerk
Erik Viken
Keith Wagner
Gretchen Walker
Randy Walker
Jason Ward
David Warner
Sam Waterman
Claire Wilcox
Dan Williams
James Williams
Jordan Williams
Sarah Wustrack
Marianna Young
Tracy Lanktree
Robert Mabry
Jonathan Smith
Jess Suhowatsky

CDT Sustainers help us protect the trail all year long by giving monthly 
donations. Join them by signing up on our website for as little as $5 per month!
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Legacy Members make a lasting impact to protect the CDT for future generations by including CDTC in their 
will or estate plan. Contact CDTC Director of Development Lauren Murray at lmurray@cdtcoalition.org if you are 
interested in becoming a legacy member.

LEGACY MEMBERS

Cindy Carpenter
Roger Carpenter
Jean Ella
Josephine Hazelett

Bart Lami
Tom Lefferts
Barney and Sandy Mann
Teresa Martinez

Bill Murphy
Trevor Twose
Dick Vogel

THE ROBERT J. WEGGEL CDT LEGACY FUND

Robert J. Weggel

THE WINCHESTER TRAILBLAZER FUND

Greg & Jan Winchester 
Tom “Lemon Hope” Gannon

Thank you to the following organizations and foundations that provided support between September 2024 
and March 2025:

FOUNDATIONS AND SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS

M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust
Athletic Brewing Company LLC
Roundup Riders of the Rockies

New Mexico Outdoor 
Recreation Division, Economic 
Development Department
REI Cooperative Action Fund

THANK YOU TO OUR 2025 PASSAGES SPONSORS!

TERESA ANA MARTINEZ LEGACY FUND

Arthur And Denise Foley

FOUNDATIONS AND SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS

Thank you to the following organizations and foundations that provided support between March 2025 
and October 2025:

Western Conservation Foundation
National Religious Partnership for the Environment (NRPE)
National Forest Foundation (NFF)
Yampa Valley Community Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation 
South Fork Visitor Center

Outdoor Marketing Alliance
National Forest Foundation (NFF)
High Stakes Foundation
Schmidt Family Foundation
Golden Civic Foundation
New Mexico Outdoor Recreation Division

CORPORATE AND BUSINESS PARTNERS

Actionary Limited
Akron West Outdoors Company
AllTrails
Angry Pika Food
Arapaho Valley Ranch
Backpacker’s Pantry
Bear Vault
BearVault
Bedrock Sandals
Big Agnes
Big Sky Resort
Blackfoot River Brewing
Buff
Buff USA
Bunkhouse Hotel
C.H. Robinson
Cabin Fever Mercantile
Carboy Winery
Copper Mountain
Creede Creekside Cabins
Darn Tough
Deuter
Devil on the Divide Trail Run
Diamond Campground
Dr. Jon’s Adventures
Eagles Nest Outfitters (ENO)
Enlightened Equipment
Expedition Nomadic Adventures
Fairmont Hot Springs Resort
Far Flung Adventures
Farm to Feet
FarOut Guides
Fish Eye Guy Photography
Gaia GPS
Gila Bend LLC
Gila Hike and Bike
Gossamer Gear
Granite Gear
Hahns Peak Consulting
Holey Hiker Bidets
Honey Stinger

Hyperlite Mountain Gear
Intentional Hiking 
Joel Davis Law
Katabatic Gear
Kaviso
Kula
La Cumbre Brewing
LEKI
Less Traveled Trails, LLC
Melanzana
Michael Underwood Photography
Monarch at the Crest
Montbell
Morning Star Sports
Motel Soco
Mountainsmith
Mustang Inn
Oboz Footwear
Off The Grid Coaching 
Ohana
Old Salt Co-op
One in a Million Vacation Homes
Onward Endurance
OnX Maps
Open Space Brewing
Osprey Packs, Inc
Outdoor Marketing Alliance
Outdoor Vitals
Outside Magazine
PACT Outdoors
Pintler’s Portal
Pledgeling Foundation
Point6
Quinn’s Hot Springs Resort
Readywise
ReadyWise, Inc
REI
Salida Mountain Sports
Sawyer
Schmidt Family Foundation
Seek Dry Goods

Six Moon Designs
Ski and Bow Rack
Ski Cooper
Ski Haus Steamboat
Ski Taos
Speedland
Storm Peak Brewing
Swan Mountain Outfitters
Switchback Premier Adventure 
Properties
Symbiosis Gear
Taos Bakes
Taos Ski Resort
The Base Camp
The Bunkhouse Hotel
The Murray Hotel
The Mystic Santa Fe
The Tent Lab
The Trek
The Village at North Fork
ThruHikers
TOAKS
Town Shirt Co. 
Toyota
Trailblend Coffee
Tres Litros Beer Co.
Triple Crown Coffee
Twin Lakes General Store
ULA Equipment
Whitefish Mountain Resport
Wolf Creek Ski Resort
Wood’s High Mountain 
Distillery
Woolrich
Xplorer Maps
Yampa Sandwich Co
Yampa Valley Community 
Foundation
YETI
Zenbivy
Zpacks
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I first visited the southern terminus 
at Crazy Cook to begin a four-month 
thru-hike of the Continental Divide 
Trail (CDT) in 2016, and it was unlike 
any place I had backpacked in before. 
This area of southern New Mexico is 
known as the Bootheel because the 
border resembles the heel of a boot 
when viewed on a map. It is remote, 
devoid of natural water sources, 
lacks trees and shade, and is exposed 
to the elements. It is a landscape I 
would not have sought out if not for 
the CDT.

Fast forward to today—I am preparing for my fourth 
season coordinating the shuttle with CDTC, a service 
that the organization launched in 2014 to help hikers 
access the hard-to-get-to terminus. While sometimes 
harsh, I have grown to love and appreciate the 
Bootheel for its hidden beauty, solitude, stillness, 
night sky, wildlife, and the resilient people that call the 
Bootheel home. 

Over the course of my short tenure in this role, I have 
met hundreds of hikers. Many were experiencing this 
section for the first time, just as I did in 2016. Below 
are some of my observations from the Heel.

The Bootheel is becoming more popular

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, 
there has been a steady uptick of hikers accessing the 

OBSERVATIONS FROM 
THE BOOTHEEL 
AND THE SOUTHERN TERMINUS  
OF COLORADO

By Danny “Slapshot” Knoll 
CDTC Trail Information Manager

Bootheel each year. This past spring, we received 434 
registrations from individuals starting their journeys 
at the southern terminus. Many are thru-hikers, but we 
are also beginning to see an increase in section hikers. 
Roughly one-fourth of all registered hikers beginning 
at Crazy Cook were section hikers. We expect an 
additional 150 hikers to access the southern terminus 
in the fall.

Surprises

The Chihuahuan Desert can catch even the most 
seasoned hikers off guard. Here are some common 
surprises hikers face when backpacking in the 
Bootheel for the first time. 

Heat — The desert is hot. While this may be common 
knowledge, it remains the most frequent reason 
hikers struggle in the Bootheel. Dehydration, sunburn, 
and blisters are commonplace, especially during the 
spring hiking season. There are no reliable natural 
water sources south of Lordsburg. Furthermore, shade 
is only found if you know where to look or make your 
own. Hikers rely on water cache boxes and a few cattle 
wells scattered throughout the area to stay hydrated.

Wind — Wind-blown dust storms known as haboobs 
are an occasional hazard hikers need to be mindful 
of. These storms blow large dust plumes, sometimes 
miles wide, that limit visibility and even shut down the 
interstate. Hiking in these conditions is challenging 
and can be dangerous. Many hikers keep a watchful 
eye on the weather forecast and bail into town during 
haboobs when possible. The Hachita Community 
Center is a popular safe place for hikers to escape 
such conditions. 

Image Credits: Danny Knoll

LISTEN TO THE ARTICLE Rough Access Road — The 22-mile dirt road, known 
as Commodore Rd, from Highway 81 to the southern 
terminus, is unmaintained and in especially bad 
shape from recent flash floods. We often help drivers 
who either break down or get stuck because they 
are unaware of the road conditions. Occasionally, 
travelers find themselves lost in the middle of a private 
ranch or behind a locked gate because the directions 
to Crazy Cook are incorrect on Google Maps. One can 
always contact CDTC for current road conditions and 
directions. 

National Defense Area — Perhaps the biggest recent 
surprise has been the establishment of the New 
Mexico National Defense Area (NDA). This includes 
the southernmost 1.1 miles of the CDT and the southern 
terminus monument, which now require clearance 

to access. The good news is, most hikers who have 
applied were granted clearance rather easily. The bad 
news is, not everyone is eligible for clearance. CDTC 
continues to look into options that make the southern 
terminus accessible to all. 

A Final Word

Despite the challenges inherent to the Bootheel—from 
exposure to the elements to the logistical hurdles 
of road access and the new NDA requirements—my 
appreciation for this unique landscape and its resilient 
communities only deepens with each season. 

The steady growth in the number of hikers is a 
testament to the allure of the CDT in southern New 
Mexico, and I feel fortunate to be a part of it.

A hiker taking their first steps on the CDT heading west Giving an orientation to a group of excited CDT hopefuls on the 
water cache boxes

What People Forget To Pack
Arriving at the southern terminus monument is a special moment. It’s also a common time that people realize 
they forgot something. These are some of the most frequently forgotten items. 

Water — It may be hard to believe, but the most forgotten item is water. Be prepared for long 
water carries. Water is likely the heaviest item in one’s pack and is the most important. Don’t 
forget to bring water and bring lots of it. Each year, Border Patrol rescues a handful of hikers 
because they run out of water. 

Offline Maps — Most CDT hikers now use a smartphone for navigation. Occasionally, we drop 
someone off only to discover they forgot to download the maps directly to their device for 
offline use. There is no cell reception in this area, so it is critical, whichever navigation app one 
utilizes, to know how to use it when not connected to the internet. 

Battery Power — Outside of injuries, the most common reason hikers are forced off trail is 
because their phones die. Most CDT hikers rely solely on their phones for navigation, which 
leaves them in a difficult spot if they do not have extra battery power. Portable battery banks 
are a popular strategy to extend phone life; however, I encourage everyone to consider also 
carrying the navigation tool that doesn’t require power—a paper map and compass. 

Fuel — Isobutane canister fuel is popular among backpackers for cooking. It’s also prohibited 
to carry on airplanes. Many CDT-goers utilize air travel as one leg of the journey to Lordsburg, 
which leads to the item being forgotten. CDTC now carries canisters just in case people forget 
or the local stores are out of stock. 
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